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No. 36.— Empire Hanging. By the American Decorative Co. 

ent as wall decorations. No. 36 is an Empire hanging, the pat- 
tern being a beautiful Arabesque scroll work, for the side wall, 
20 inches wide. No. 41 is a frieze to match same 22 inches wide. 
No. 39 is a Rococo hanging, also in 22 inch goods, the frieze be- 
ing the same width. These patterns are produced in combina- 
tions of cream, on Naples yellow, deep old rose, and tan 
grounds. Other combinations are cream on old green and china 
blue grounds. There are suitable ceiling patterns, consisting of 
interlacements in blue and white that will suit both these pat- 
terns. No. 37 is a fleur-de-lis pattern, suitable for either hang- 
ing or panel, 22 inches wide. No. 42 is a Pompadour frieze, 
which is a very artistic rendering of a border in passimentari. 
It is known as the Pompadour frieze, and is produced in all the 
above mentioned range of colors. As Lignomur can be painted, 




stained, grained, varnished, shellaced, or oil finifched, precisely 
the same as if it were natural wood, and possesses the advan- 
tage that it can be treated in distemper, or even calsomined, 
there is no limit to the variety of decoration to which it is sus- 
ceptible. Some of the patterns printed in oil colors cannot be 
distinguished at a few feet distance from the costly Cordova 
leathers, while the effects of mahogany, old ivory, or porcelain 
can be perfectly imitated. There are quite a number of pat- 
terns in this year's goods, representing Minton tile effects, and 
the well-known wave crest and scale patterns heretofore pro- 
duced still hold their own as popular decorations. 



THOMAS STRAHAN AND COMPANY. 

Thomas Strahan and Company enjoy a reputation second 
to none in the wall-paper trade as to the artistic merits 
of their designs, and the magnificent colorings employed 
in executing same. It is certain that the National Wall- Paper 
Co. feel proud of the splendid output of this firm for the pres- 
ent season, and anyone who doubts the ability of the American 
manufacturer to rival the productions of English and French 
designers has only to examine the many very beautiful crea- 
tions of this firm, to be convinced that they equal anything in 
the wall-paper line that could possibly be produced, either in 




No. 41.— Empire Frieze. By the American Decorative Co. 



No. 39.— Rococo Hanging. By the American Decorative Co. 

this country or Europe. They make a specialty of 30 inch flats, 
some of the designs being so large that the repeat motives six 
feet in length. There are Louis XVI. effects, Byzantine scrolls, 
Venetian and French, Gothic and Renaissance effects, Marie 
Antoinette and Pompadour wreaths and garlands. The designs 
are exceptionally virile and artistic, and a close inspection 
reveals a beautiful balancing of flowing scrolls and repeats of 
torches, wreaths and garlands produced in stencil effects. As 
regards color there are indigo blue, Boston yellow, sage green, 
old pinks, the patterns in many cases further enriched with 
mica. Many of the patterns are printed on dull mica grounds, 
which are technically known as silk grounds, and the lustre in 
these goods produces a charming effect. Some of the darker 
patterns have the effect of raised velvets, and nearly all are pro- 
vided with friezes to match. The Grecian honeysuckle is a 
motive that has been utilized in the form of a scroll, stenciled 
on a dark old pink ground. A beautiful Louis XVI. pattern is 
produced in silver mica on an old green ground. Designs of 
the Venetian Renaissance are printed in self- tones of salmon 
pinks, maroons, and in coral and green. 

In hand bronzes there are nail head scroll effects printed on 
a dozen different grounds. The shading of the nails is done in 
several different colors of bronze, producing realistic effects. 
One of the finest patterns is a large Colonial wreath motive in 



dark brown on light tan ground. The same motive is outlined 
in gold, but its most beautiful rendering has the roses in reds 
and pinks, outlined in gold on an old green ground, produciDg 
an extremely rich effect. Many of the patterns exhibit leather 
effects in the various tones of tan, the motive being produced 
in a darker shade of the ground, outlined with gold. 

Their thirty inch hand goods also include a line of printed 
ingrains in heraldic patterns in rich soft colors. Perhaps the 
most original line of all is their tapestry goods. The designs 
are outlined in the lightest color of the pattern, and printed in 
a darker shade of the ground, the colors being dark blues, 
maroons, and tobacco browns. The patterns are generally in 
the Colonial style, and the ground of the pattern is mottled to 
give the effect of cloth. The pattern is further enhanced by 
broken horizontal lines in gold, crossed by perpendicular lines 
in black. The effect when seen at a little distance is very re- 
alistic, closely resembling woven stuffs. 

In 22 inch hand goods there are marbleized effects, with 
heraldic devices outlined in bronze. A beautiful pattern is a 
rampant lion in various dark tones outlined in gold on tapestry 
grounds. Oval figures on lustrine grounds are prominent and a 
conventional design of the pomegranate, printed in self-tones of 
brown would make a fine wall hanging. There are magnificent 
scroll effects printed in old pink, and Louis XVI. patterns print- 
ed on grounds of olive, tan, and pebble embossed grounds. 
There are single prints on lustrine grounds, the colors being 




No. 40.— Rococo Frieze. Br the American Decorative Co. 

turquoise blue, rich tan, and in most cases there are frieze and 
ceiling to match. A beautiful frieze is a Grecian guilloche 
arranged in tile effects. 

A beautiful Colonial pattern shown in their thirty inch 
goods is here reproduced in similar effects, the pattern having 
the wreaths in old green, outlined in gold, being extremely 
beautiful. The same pattern in dark tan for wall and frieze, 
and in cream and old green, and deep old red, and a combina- 
tion of deep old red and cream are three very beautiful com- 
binations. A fine frieze has Cupids holding harps and garlands 
in dark brown on tan grounds, and the same pattern on an old 
rose lustrine ground is most captivating. There are garlands 
and roses in reds and pinks on old green grounds. In fact, the 
patterns in 22 inch goods are quite as charming as any of the 
30 inch goods. 

In machine goods, Messrs. Strahan & Co. have outdone 
themselves, both in colorings and designs. Their machine 
bronzes are printed in pulp tints, and the most delicate effects 
are introduced in the shape of Dresden china designs, some of 
which are on mica grounds variously colored, and some on dull 
grounds resembling the surface of china. Flowers and buds are 
abundantly strewn over the surface of the pattern. Empire 
patterns with the scrolls produced in polychromatic lustrine, 
which in some cases are outlined in gold, produce superb effects. 
There are nosegays of flowers printed in realistic colors on tan 




No. 37.— Fleur de Lys Pattern. By the American Decohattve Co. 

and Boston yellow pulps. Many of their pulp goods are plain, 
with beautifully decorated friezes in harmonizing colors, and for 
ceilings there are Colonial effects made to harmonize with the 
friezes. 

To record the endless line of papers where floral sprays are 
thrown on French grey grounds, with rustic effects in white 
scrolls, in self- tones of blue with similar scrolls for the Grecian 
paper honeysuckle stencilings on terra cotta, deep ecru, old 
green and drab pulps. Many of these patterns are very dainty, 
and will be found extremely useful for ladies' bedrooms. There 
is a line of striped goods made to imitate a background of 
chintz patterns, and they make a special line of hand printed 
stripes with flat colors interposed with mica lustrine for Pompa- 
dour and Empire apartments. We cannot conceive of any finer 
decoration than one of these maroon striped papers hung upon 
wall without a frieze, and the wall further decorated at a dis- 
tance, of two feet from the cornice with Empire garlands in 
white relief, fastened right upon the wall paper. 

As before remarked, the National Wall- Paper Company places 
a very high estimate upon the conceptions produced by this firm. 




No. 42.— Pompadour Frieze. By the American Decorative Co. 



